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CSA Doha Attack Primer

Hamas-Qatar Connection

. Qatar supports branches of the Muslim Brotherhood across the Middle East

«  Hamasis a branch of the Muslim Brotherhood and seeks the creation of an
Islamic Palestinian state.

- Qatar is Hamas' largest financial backer.

«  After years of operating out of Jordan and then Syria, the political leadership
of Hamas moved to Qatar in 2012 following the outbreak of the Syrian civil
war.

. Qatar paid Hamas in Gaza hundreds of millions of dollars annually since 2014

often under the guise of aid. Millions of dollars from Qatar paid the salaries of
employees of the Hamas government - including the Hamas civil police and

"executive force”, its militant wing known as the Al-Qassam Brigades and

other members of the Popular Resistance Committee (PRC).

«  Approximately 1,000 Hamas members and their families live in villas and

apartments in Doha.

The Hamas leadership, headed by Haniyeh and al-Arouri, celebrates the
results of the attack on October 7, 2023, with a prayer in Doha, Qatar.
(Hamas' Telegram channel, October 7, 2023)
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http://www.CouncilforSecureAmerica.org
https://www.cfr.org/blog/al-jazeera-backs-muslim-brotherhood
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/qatar-bets-islamists#:~:text=Qatar%20is%20primarily%20supporting%20branches%20of%20the%20Muslim%20Brotherhood%20in%20Egypt%2C%20Gaza%2C%20Libya%2C%20Syria%20and%20Tunisia.
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/groups/hamas.html
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-hamas#:~:text=How%20is%20Hamas%20funded?,Turkish%20Cooperation%20and%20Coordination%20Agency.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-17192278#:~:text=The%20Syrian%20government%20welcomed%20the%20group%2C%20providing%20its%20leaders%20with%20a%20safe%20haven%2C%20and%20helping%20to%20supply%20it%20with%20weapons%20and%20money%20for%20the%20armed%20struggle%20against%20Israel%2C%20with%20which%20Syria%20is%20still%20technically%20at%20war.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/15/qatar-resumes-aid-to-gaza-families
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-unable-pay-salaries-gaza-after-qatari-aid-delay-officials-say-2023-07-16/
https://share.google/NS9J6AJXdV7Bx3JLl
https://share.google/NS9J6AJXdV7Bx3JLl
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/civil_police/#:~:text=In%20Gaza%2C%20the,destroying%20its%20infrastructure.
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/civil_police/#:~:text=In%20Gaza%2C%20the,destroying%20its%20infrastructure.
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/civil_police/#:~:text=In%20Gaza%2C%20the,destroying%20its%20infrastructure.
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/article/bjy3xjyoxl#autoplay
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/profile-of-saleh-al-arouri-a-senior-hamas-terrorist/
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Israel’s Strike on September 9, 2025
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+  Following Hamas' declaration that they were responsible for a terror

attack at a Jerusalem bus stop in Ramot on September 8th, 2025, which
resulted in six killed and scores injured, the IDF and Shin Bet conducted a

joint strike in Doha, the capital of Qatar. It was a wholly Israeli operation.
«  According to the IDF, this precise strike targeted a meeting of the senior

leadership of Hamas in the upscale residential area of West Bay Lagoon, which

is outside of downtown.

. The strike, which was planned over the course of months, was accelerated by

not just the shooting in Jerusalem but Israel’s acceptance of President Trump's

ceasefire and hostage release proposal.

+  The meeting was believed to include all of the terror group’s top leadership
outside Gaza, including the leader of Hamas's Gaza units, Khalil al-Hayya;
Zaher Jabarin, who leads Hamas in the West Bank; Muhammad Darwish, the
head of Hamas's Shura Council; Nizar Awadallah, and Khaled Mashaal, the
head of Hamas abroad.

«  The lsraeli strike in Doha involved

more than 10 fighter jets which

fired more than 10 munitions, and

required mid-air refueling for the _ 5Resndent|aL\bU|Id|ng

LR

targeted Bylisrael

long-range strike. They all struck a
single target in the Qatari capital

«  Hamas confirmed that the son of
Khalil al-Hayya, Hamas's chief
negotiator; his office manager; and

three other people affiliated with

Hamas were killed in the strike. A
Qatari security official also died in
the strike. The full results of the

attack are yet to be determined. i
Source: CNN
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https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/09/world/middleeast/hamas-responsibility-jerusalem-bus-shooting.html
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/defense/artc-at-least-15-reported-injured-in-suspected-ramot-terror-attack
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/israel-qatar-attack-09-09-25
https://x.com/IDF/status/1965403047556780348
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/israel-qatar-attack-09-09-25
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/israel-qatar-attack-09-09-25#cmfcoyeb000003b6naz5e9gm3
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/israel-qatar-attack-09-09-25#cmfcoyeb000003b6naz5e9gm3
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-strikes-hamas-chiefs-in-qatar-terror-group-insists-senior-leaders-unharmed/
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/israel-qatar-attack-09-09-25
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/09/world/middleeast/israel-hamas-doha-qatar-strike.html
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/israel-qatar-attack-09-09-25#cmfct41cj002s3b6nnw4mj84t
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/israel-qatar-attack-09-09-25
http://www.CouncilforSecureAmerica.org

September 10, 2025

““OO
%,
“Rica

%
#oR 5 secur®

About the Council for a Secure America

L —— |
The cornerstones of American national security are: a strong military, a vibrant
economy, enduring alliances, and American ingenuity. The Council for Secure
America was founded on the premise that American energy independence, in all of
its forms, is the underpinning for U.S. security. For decades, American foreign policy
was forced to make concessions to foreign nations who fueled its economy. In 2019,
thanks to the innovation of American energy producers, the United States achieved
energy independence. This accomplishment made America the leading energy
producer in the world, fortifying its national security and buttressing geo-political
stability in the Middle East.

Amongst America's many allies, the US-Israel partnership is a strategic, long-lasting
and ongoing bilateral alliance. Energy independence has only strengthened it. CSA
educates key audiences on the importance of domestic energy production and
technologies to American and Israeli mutual national security interests. Moreover,
American energy statecraft has reshuffled the geopolitical landscape and sowed the
seeds of peace in the Middle East, enabling old adversaries to become allies. In 2020,
the United States brokered the Abraham Accords— promoting unprecedented
normalization and multilateral ties between its closest ally, Israel, and Arab States
including the United Arab Emirates, the Kingdom of Bahrain, Sudan, and the
Kingdom of Morocco. CSA champions the ideals of the Abraham Accords and their
critical impact on geopolitical security and global trade. CSA is advancing these
partnerships and is committed to bringing multi-faceted awareness to complex and

evolving challenges.
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